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Presentation

• U-Multirank: Multi-dimensional profiles instead of simplistic league tables

• The profile of Arab universities in global context – evidence from U-Multirank

• Recent developments in U-Multirank and Outlook
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U-Multirank 
is radically

different
No composite 

score, 
no weights on 

indicators

Multi-dimensional 
ranking

No league table
Ranking into 
5 categories 

(‘A’ to ‘E’)

Not limited to 
international 

research 
universities

Diversity of HEIs



League tables 
tend to 

exaggerate 
differences 

between 
universities in 
an absurd way

A recent example from the QS Asia ranking

According to an article in University World News, QS “pointed out that City 
University of Hong Kong was the only Hong Kong institution to make the top 50 in 
the metric of faculty staff’s academic qualifications”

As measured by the % of academic staff with a PhD

In fact:
• The first 33 all have the same score of 100; a score of 99,9 already means 

rank 34
• Rank 51 still has an (normalised) indicator score of 96,4 - which means there is 

no real difference to the Top 50 and to rank 1



The pandemic 
has various 
impacts on 

rankings

• Data collection process was affected
• Impact on indicators, e.g. student mobility, internships

• The management of the pandemic became an issue of itself
• UMR “Covid-19 radar”
• Studyportals Global Student Satisfaction Award, UMR award 

category “Pandemic management”

• Adaptation of HE has to be taken up in rankings, e.g.
• Digitalisation/new forms of (blended) teaching
• Virtual mobility

Existing 
processes

Covid-19 as 
topic of 

rankings

Adaptation of 
rankings

And, last but 
not least

• The pandemic showed the need for cooperation in HE/research, 
so is it still the time to ask “Who rules?”, i.e. heat up re 
competition by rankings ?
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Regional Engagement

International Orientation

Knowledge Transfer

Research

Teaching and Learning

-80,0 -60,0 -40,0 -20,0 0,0 20,0 40,0 60,0

Performance of Institutons from the Arab Region

Below average       Above average 

Arab
universities
are highly

connected, 
both

internationally
and regionally,
but are weak
in knowledge

transfer
Percentage of all indicator scores of all Arab universities above global average 
(groups A and B) and below global average (groups D and E)



U-Multirank 
shows there is 
no „the best“ 

university: 

Institutions 
perform quite 
different on 

different 
dimensions 

and indicators





“Then, universities are extremely diverse. Some are very research intensive. Others are 
focused almost exclusively on the education of a regional workforce. You can’t say one 
university is better than another using a one-size-fits-all approach.”
Michael Murphy, President European University Association (EUA)

Even the 
„Top 

performers“ 
show

particular
strengths

and 
weaknesses



Recent
developments in 
UMR and outlook

The 2021 UMR 
edition covers 78 
institutions from 
the Arab region

1. Development of an online benchmarking tool

2. Development of new indicators
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U-Multirank 
is 

developing 
new 

indicators
Effective teaching

• Pedagogically skilled 
staff

• Digital education 
investment

Social inclusion

New entrants by:
• gender
• Age
• Disabilities
• Family background

Outreach programmes

Education for 
Sustainable 
Development

• ..
• ..

2022 2022 /2023 2023/2024



Registration for participation in the 2023 edition will start in January

Your institution can already express its interest by mailing us:
info@umultirank.org

mailto:info@umultirank.org
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